
THE BOSTON

Medicaland Surgical Journal
THURSDAY, MARCH 12, 1914.

A Journal of Medicine, Surgery and Allied Sciences, published at
Boston, weekly, by the undersigned.Subscription Terms: $5.00 per year, in advance, postage paid,
for the United States. $0.50 per year for all foreign countries
belonging to the Postal Union.

Papers for publication, and all other communications for the
Editorial Department, should be sent to the Editor of the Boston
Medical and Surgical Journal, 800 Paddock Building, 101 Tremont
Street, Boston. All orders for reprints must be sent in writing to
the Editor on or oefore the day of publication.

The Journal will furnish 100 reprints free, if requested in writing.All letters containing business communications, or referring to
the publication, subscription or advertising department of the
Journal, should be addressed to the undersigned

Remittances should be mude by money order, draft or registered
letter payable to

W. M. LEONARD,
101 Tkemont Street, Boston, Mass.

A NEW LEPER HOSPITAL AT PENIKESE.
The outcome of House Bill No. 136, provid-

ing for a hospital building at the leper colony
on Penikese Island should be favorable, judg-
ing from all previous legislation regarding
questions for the care and treatment of others of
our Massachusetts population who are not more
unfortunate. No one can question the impera-
tive need of a modern building for the care

and special treatment of the lepers. For a
number of years Massachusetts has looked upon
these unfortunates in any but a proper light.
Deprived of their liberty, segregated on a most
desolate island, and because of difficulties of
administration, practically unprovided for from
a medical point of view, these people have, until
recently been allowed to exist and nothing more.

It is undoubtedly the duty of the state to pro-
vide for them a hospital, baths and means for
special medical treatment, as well as fire-proof
living quarters. There should be no false eco-
nomic reasons when it is a question of the duty
of the state and of justice to persons in its care.

It was a matter for congratulation when the
State Board of Charity, two years ago, began
to insist forcefully that the unsatisfactory con-
ditions at the Penikese institution must be sup-
planted by scientific medical treatment. Since
then matters have improved, but are by no

means to the credit of Massachusetts. Visitors
to the island have had no difference of opinion
as to the needs of the institution. The efforts
of the State Board of Charity for a modern
building with modern equipment is a step in
the right direction.

Apart from the question of the care of the

patients, it is well to pause and ask whether
the state does not owe some protection to those
individuals who are caring for the lepers. At
tlit! present time it is unlikely that the state can

procure help with conditions such as they are;
but there can be no reason why, with changes
such as are planned, the state should not be
able to attract and hold responsible and de-
sirable persons to care for these unfortunate
people.

We have had an opportunity of inspecting
the hospital plans and approve of them most
heartily. Every provision that a modern scien-
tific institution should have has apparently been
thought of, and when the legislature has pro-
vided funds for the erection of this building,
we can afford to forget her past indifference and
look with pride to the position which Massa-
chusetts will take in the treatment and care of
leprosy.

THE FEDERAL INCOME TAX AS IT
AFFECTS THE PHYSICIAN.

To some of those whose income is derived
mainly from fees for personal service of a pro-
fessional kind, that provision of the income tax
which requires that debts should be included as
income seems unfair.

On the back of the blank form for income tax
returns, there are two explanatory paragraphs
which read as follows:

"13. Persons deriving fees or emoluments
for professional or other services, as in the case
of physicians or lawyers, should include all
actual receipts for services rendered in the year
for which return is made, together with all un-

paid accounts, charges for services, or contin-
gent income due for that year, if good and col-
lectible."

"14. Debts which were contracted during
the year for which return is made, but found in
said year to be worthless, may be deducted from
gross income for said year, but such debts can-
not be regarded as worthless until after legal
proceedings to recover the same have proved
fruitless, or it clearly appears tliat the debtor is
insolvent. If debts contracted prior to the year
for which return is made were included as in-
come in return for year in which said debts
were contracted, and such debts shall subse-
quently prove to be worthless, they may be de-
ducted under the head of losses in the return
for the year in which debts were charged off as
worthless. ' '

It is inevitable, therefore, that many physi-
cians have been confronted with the alternative
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of paying the tax on a long list of debts or of
placing the corresponding bills in the hands of a

lawyer for collection.
The close personal relation between patient,

and physician, and the attitude of the conscien-
tious practitioner who takes pride rather in the
excellence of his work than in the return for
the same combine to make it peculiarly em-

barrassing for him to resort to legal proceedings
for the collection of bills. Rather than do this,
.we believe that some of our best physicians will
pay the tax and fail to collect the money due
them.

It seems pertinent to ask why the physician
should be placed in this embarrassing position.
Why was not the law so framed that the tax
should be levied only on actual receipts of the
year, exempting for this year income due before
the law went into effect? This year's bills if
not paid until next year could then have been
included in next year's income and so on in
succeeding years, and the individual would then
he free from taxation on prospective income on

the one hand, and on the other, he could, if he
chose, dispense with legal means of collection
without injustice to himself.

MEDICAL LEGISLATION. REGISTRATION
OF NURSES.

The members of the State Board of Nurse
Examiners have found during the past three
years that the benefit to be derived from the
law which requires a nurse to take an examina-
tion before he or she can practice as a regis-
tered nurse, is more or less nullified by the fact
that some nurses have in one way or another
picked up enough knowledge to pass the re-

quired examinations, who, nevertheless, have not
received thorough training. The board is unan-

imous in feeling that it should have the author-
ity to send some suitable person to visit the
schools that are undertaking to qualify nurses
for state registration, in order to ascertain just
what opportunity is given the pupils for prac-
tical and theoretical experience.

The Massachusetts State Nurses' Association
is presenting a bill which embodies the recom-
mendation that the board is making to the Pub-
lic Health Committee. Dr. W. P. Bowers, sec-

retary of the board, and president of the Massa-
chusetts Medical Society, is going to present the
nurses' bill at the same' time the report is pre-
sented. Letters have been sent to superin-

tendents of some of the largest hospitals and to
several nurse superintendents of smaller hos-
pitals in different parts of the state asking for
endorsment or criticism of the bill which is to be
presented. The replies have all been in favor
of such an inspector. All honest schools are

willing to be visited, and many are not only
 willing but are anxious to have some one to refer
to who represents the State Board of Examiners.
Such a person could be of great assistance in
showing where schools are weak and in helping
to remedy deficiencies if they exist.

It is believed that the Russell Sage Founda-
tion will, in the not distant future, make an in-
vestigation of training schools similar to what
has been done in connection with medical
schools, and Massachusetts would be wise to
authorize its state board, which consists of doc-
tora and nurses, to prepare the way for this
more disinterested investigation.

It is hoped that the medical profession will
give its hearty support to this bill, JHouse No.
1186.

m \ùw^r^  

AN UNFORTUNATE DECISION.
The united States Supreme Court has re-

cently ruled that in prosecutions under the pure
food and drugs act, the government must here-
after "prove the presence of added poisonous
or deleterious substance in quantities sufficient
to injure health." This is an unfortunate de-
cision and will have the effect of greatly increas-
ing the difficulty of enforcing this law, since it
will remove from the reach of punishment such
adulterations as, though perhaps harmless to
health, are nevertheless frauds perpetrated upon
an unsuspecting, unprotected, and defenceless
public.

DEATH OF DR. ROTCH.
The medical profession of Boston have suf-

fered a great loss in the death, on Monday even-
ing, March 9, of Dr. Thomas Morgan Rotch, pro-
fessor of pediatrics in the Harvard Medical
School. Dr. Rotch was not only of international
eminence in his specialty, but was beloved in
many families whose children he had cared for,
and by many who gratefully remember, in their
childhood, his always kind and pleasant person-
ality as their physician.

MEDICAL NOTES.
A Case of Smallpox at Pittsburgh.—A case

of smallpox was discovered on Feb. 28 among a
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trainload of 300 immigrants at Pittsburgh, Pa.
The patient was taken to the municipal hos-
pital and all the passengers and train-crew were

vaccinated.

Hospital Bequest.—The will of the late Wil-
son D. Kistler, of Lock Haven, Pa., it was an-
nounced on Feb. 25, contains a bequest of
$30,000 to the local hospital.

BOSTON AND NEW ENGLAND.

Poliomyelitis in Massachusetts.—During
the month of January, 1914, 14 cases of polio-
myelitis were reported in Massachusetts, 4 of
them being in Boston.

Tonsillitis in Wakefield.—During the past
fortnight there has been prevalent in Wake-
field, Mass., a local epidemic of streptococcus
tonsillitis, similar to those which of recent years
seem to have become increasingly prevalent in
Eastern municipalities and smaller communi-
ties. In Wakefield there have been about 400
cases, without fatalities. The milk and the
water supply have both been decided to be not
the source of the infection, which in this case,
as is probably usually the fact, is considered to
have been air-borne.

Scarlet Fever in Bridgewater.—During the
past three weeks scarlet fever has been epi-
demic at Bridgewater, Mass., where 25 cases of
the disease have been reported. Local schools
and places of public assembly have been ordered
closed until March 17.

Instructive District Nursing Association.
—At the annual meeting of the Boston In-
structive District Nursing Association, held last
week in this city, Miss Mary Beard, as director,
presented her annual report in part as follows,
describing the work of the Association for the
previous year.

"For the year ending dan. 31, the receipts for
the general work of the Association were $72,-
180.47, and $61,718.58 was expended. Legacies
amounting to $900 have been received for the
permanent fund, together with donations
amounting to $3,131.82. A legacy of $2500 was

made to the reserve fund.
"Three new nurses were added to the staff

Feb. 6, 1913. We have now 49 salaried nurses,
2 domestic educators (visiting housekeepers), 5
hospital pupils, and 'JO students. Last year at
this time there were 43 salaried nurses, 5 hos-
pital pupils and 19 students.

"The greatesl change in the stall' has come
through the gradual accomplishment of a plan

I

adopted two years ago—that of acquiring a

permanent staff rather than temporary nurses
who changed from time to time. In this way
22 permanent staff nurses have been added
since February, 1912, and 16 of the 22 since
last February. This is the most important
change which has occurred this year. All these
nurses are graduates of one or the other of our
courses in public health nursing, that is, they
are women who want to do this sort of nursing
more than any other work, are full of enthu-
siasm and have made' sacrifices to obtain a spe-
cial education for it. The supervisors have been
longer in their positions and the machinery of
the stations is running more smoothly—all of
which means less fatigue and more efficiency.

"During the year we have had 10,536 new pa-
tients and made 120,597 visits, 600 more patients
than a year ago and 10,000 more visits. One-
half of these are free patients. Many of these
5000 free patients are 'free' patients only be-
cause illness in tin» family was the one last ex-

pense impossible to meet. Among them there
have been a good many real 'problem cases,'
known to many agencies and helped by them.
Twenty per cent, were life insurance company
patients, 2 1-3% paid 50 cents, 5 1-10% paid 25
cents, 17 1-10% paid less than 25 cents, 47 1-3%
jiaid nothing. We nursed 3183 Boston Dispen-
sary patients, or 30 1-5% of the whole."

Public Nurses Under Civil Service.—By a

new ruling, made as a result of a movement in-
itiated last fall by the Boston Milk and Baby
Hygiene Association, all nurses employed by
boards of health and school boards in Massa-
chusetts have been placed under civil service
rules, except in Boston, where they are gov-
erned by a special act of the legislature.

Medical Bequests.—The will of the late Re-
becca Warren Brown, of Boston, which was filed
recently for probate, contains a bequest of
$10,000 to Harvard University, to be applied to
the fund, created by Dr. Buckminster Brown,
brother of the testatrix, for a professorship in
orthopedic surgery. The residue of the estate
is left in equal shares to the Perkins Institution
for the Blind and the Industrial School for
Crippled and Deformed Children.

NEW YORK.

Eugenic Marriage Bill.—Report from Al-
bany states that on Feb. 26 a eugenic marriage
bill was introduced before the State Assembly.
The bill requires that to obtain a marriage li-
cense the applicant must present a physician's
certificate that the former is "free from phys-
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ical or mental disease likely to be contagious or

hereditary. ' '

Report of New York Milk Committee.—
The seventh annual report of the New York Milk
Committee, published on Feb. 26, shows that
during the seven years from 1907 to 1913, in-
clusive, 950,000 babies were born in New York
City.

"If the infant death-rate of the five years
previous had prevailed there would have been
150,000 infant deaths instead of the 109,000
which actually occurred. On the other hand, if
New York's low death-rate of 1913, i.e., 101.9
per 1000 births, had prevailed throughout the
seven-year period, only 96,000 babies would
have died out of the 950,000 born. The com-
mittee points out that this record is not due
to favorable weather conditions nor to other
general accidental causes. Returns from the
larger cities throughout the country, for 1913,
published in tabular form in this report, show
that while New York made a further reduction
in 1913 in the actual number of deaths over its
low record of 1912, Chicago, Philadelphia,
Cleveland, St, Louis, Pittsburgh, Detroit, Buf-
falo, New Orleans and Toledo all show an in-
crease."

Meningitis Aboard a Greek Steamer.—Four
cases of cerebrospinal meningitis have recently
developed on board the Greek steamer Athenae,
which was detained on its arrival at this port on

Feb. 28.

Report of the St. Lawrence State Hos-
pital.—The recently published twenty-seventh
annual report of the board of managers of the
St. Lawrence State Hospital, at Ogdensburg,
N. Y., to the State Hospital Commission, re-

cords the work of that institution for the year
ended Sept. 30, 1913. During this period the
total number of patients under treatment was

2294, of whom 1074 were men and 1220 women.

There were 152 patients who died, upon 98 of
whom autopsies were performed. The course

in the training school has been lengthened to
three years, on account of which no class was

graduated this year.

New York Death-Rate.—There were 1812
deaths, or a death-rate of 16.93 per thousand
of the population, reported during the week end-
ing Feb. 28, 1914, against 1699 deaths, and a

rate of 16.50, in the corresponding week of
1913, an absolute increase of 113 deaths and an

increase of .43 of a point in the rate, equivalent
to a relative increase of 46 deaths. The follow-

ing causes showed a decreased mortality: Diar-
heal diseases, bronchitis, broncho-pneumonia, all
other forms of tuberculosis, and Bright's dis-
ease of the kidneys. The mortality from meas-

les, whooping cough and lobar pneumonia were

approximately the same as that of the corre-

sponding week of last year. The following
causes showed material increases : Scarlet fever,
diphtheria and croup, typhoid fever, cerebro-
spinal meningitis, influenza, diseases of the di-
gestive system other than diarrheal diseases,
diseases of the nervous system and organic heart
diseases, the increased mortality of the last
mentioned being more than that of the sum of
all other causes.

The number of children dying under one

year of age was exactly the same as that of last
year; that of children under five years showed a

slight decreasse ; at all other age groups the mor-

tality was greater, especially among the ex-

tremely aged.
The death-rate for the first nine weeks of

1914 was 15.00 per one thousand of the popula-
tion as against the rate of 15.47 for the corre-

sponding period of 1913, a decrease of .30 of a

point.

Current Literature

Medical Record.

Febkuaby 21, 1914.

1. »Conner, L. A. Intravenous Injections of Sodium
Salicylate in the Treatment of Rheumatic Af-
fections.

2. McMurtrie, D. C. A Study of Prostitution in Eu-
rope.

.'!. OiTiiNiiEiMisn, S. The Surgical Anatomy, Diag-
nosis and Treatment of the Inflammatory Affcc-
Hiiiin of the Nasal Accessory Sinuses in Chil-
dren.

4. Swift, G. M. Carditis.
5. Holding, A. F. Technic in Radiotherapy, with

Especial Reference to Deep Therapy as Prac-
tised at Freiburg by Krönig and Gauss.

6. Tanenbaum, S. A. A Consideration of Objections
to Psychanalysis.

7. Olmstead, M. 1'. The Value of Absorption Meth-
ods in the Wassermann Test.

1. Conner discusses the merits of the Intravenous
met hod of administering salicylate of sodium in
rheumatic infection, lie says that the analgesic ef-
fect of the drug is more pronounced when given in
this way, provided that the technic is correct and
Hie preparation pure. The method is safe, painless
and easy. Its application will probably be limited,
but it offers something in cases where salicylate is
not well borne by the stomach, where the ordinary
method does not produce results, in cases with be-
ginning heart involvement, and in rheumatic condi-
tions of the eye. [L. D. C]
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